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SUB J : FLOODING IN RAUTAHAT 

1 . A LOCAL NEWS REPORT AUGUST 4 STATES THAT MINISTER FOR 
COMMUNICATIONS, LAW AND JUSTICE JOG MEHAR SHRESTHA WILL MEET 
WITH INDIAN OFFICIAS ON AGUST 5 AT GAUR BAZAAR, HEADQUARTERS 
OF RAUTAHAT DISTRICT ON THE INDIAN BORDER SOUTH OF KATHMANDU, 

TO INVESTIGATE THE RESULTS OF SEVERE FLOODING OF THE AREA 
CAUSED BY INDIAN CONSTRUCTION OF A RIVER CONTROL EMBANKMENT 
JUST ACROSS THE BORDER. THE 6 KILOMETER LONG EMBANKEMENT 
FOLLOWS THE BAKIYA RIVER UP TO ITS JUNCTION WITH THE BAGMATI 
NEAR. IN ADDTION TO SUBMERGING GAUR AND 5 SURROUNDING 
VILLAGES IN 3 TO 5 FEET OF WATER, THE BLOCKAGE IS REPORTED 

TO HAVE FOLLODED SOME 2,500 HECTARES OF LAND. 

2. COMMENT: IT CANNOT BE TAKEN FOR GRANTED THAT THE 
FLOODING WAS WHOLLY DUE TO THE INDIAN EMBANKEMENT. SUCH 
FLOODING IS NOT UNCOMMON IN THE TERAI IN THE WAKEOF HEAVY 
RAINS, OWING TO THE TOPOLOGY OF THE AREA. NEVERTHELESS THIS 
INCIDENT IS ONE MORE SMALL ILLUSTRATION OF THE URGENT NEED 

FOR INTEGRATED WATERSHED MANAGEMENT IN THE HIMALAYAN AND SUB- 
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INHERENT IN THE SITUATION. ANOTHER ILLUSTRATION OCCURRED A 
FEW EEEKS AGO WHEN NEPALI VILLAGERS LIVING ALONG THE MECHI 
RIVER. WHICH FORMS THE EASTERN BORDER WITH INDIA, APPEALED TO 
GON FOR CONSTRUCTION OF A COUNTER-EMBANKEMENT FOR PROTECTION 
AGAINST THE EMBANKEMENT BEING BUILT ON THE INDIAN SIDE OF THE 
MECHI. IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE INDIANS ARE DETERMINED TO 
TAKE UNILATERA ACTION IF NECESSARY IN CONTROL OF THE 
HIMALAYAN RUN-OFF, BUT SUCH ACTION OBVIOUSLY CAN ONLY BE 
STOP-GAP IN THE LONG RUN, AND THE SOURCE OF ADDITIONAL POLITICAL 
IRRITATION BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. 
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